Art & Festivals

Biennial
A word taken from the Italian ‘biennale’, meaning ‘every other year’; it is a word more
commonly used within the art industry to describes events that occur on alternate years.

La Biennale di Venezia (Venice Biennial)
Artists partaking in the 53" Vennice Biennial:
Haegue Yang Anju Dodiya
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The Venice Biennial, established 1895, is the oldest biennial art event and one of the most
prestigious. There have been 52 to date (the 53" to open this June), which have took place
every other year with the exception of a six year break during the World War II. Beginning
with only the Internaional Art Exhibition, it now includes the Venice Film Fesitval, the
Venice Biennale of Architecture, Festival of Contemporary Music, Theatre Festival and
Festical of Contemporary Dance.

Manifesta
Libia Castro and Olafur Olafsson Uterus Flags for Manifesta 7, 2008.

=) Originating in the Netherlands, this
biennial brands itself as “the
European Biennial” as it is held at a
different European city each time,
first held in Rotterdam in 1996.
According to its website the art
exhibitions “are merely one aspect of
a continuing dialogue between
artists, theoreticians and the public.
Manifesta wants also to be an
interactive workshop for looking at
the latest developments in the
realignment of current social, political, economic and cultural realities in Europe.” By
changing location each with each biennial, they create new partnerships and open new
dialogues.




FotoFest

LIU Lijie Another Episode -16, 2007 for Fotofest 2008: China

Liverpool Biennial

FotoFest was founded in 1983 and held its first
biennial in 1986 in Houston, Texas. In 1990, as
part of its program, FotoFest created an inter-
biennial event and international exchange. This
exchange programme allows people to see art
that they wouldn’t normal have an opportunity
to see; it also gives extra exposure to little-
known artists as their work travels around.
FotoFest also operate a year-round classroom
education programme for grades 3-12 in
American schools; they use photography to help
strengthen key skills.

Tomas Saraceno Air-Port-City for Liverpool Biennial 2008

British Art Show 6

The Liverpool Biennial is the largest
contemporary art festival in Britain,
attracting nearly 1million visitors
throughout the 2008 festival. International
and national artists are invited to create
new pieces for locations around Liverpool,
with the British artists competing for
prizes. In 2008, the title of the biennial
was ‘MADE UP’, “an exploration of the
ecology of the artistic imagination.”

Mark Leckey The Destructors 2004/5 for British Art Show 6, 2006

The British Art Show occurs every five
years and is presented to different cities
around Britain. It is organised by the
Haywood Gallery Touring, and in 2006, the
British Art Show 6 was presented in
Bristol, Nottingham, Manchester and
Gateshead (where it was opened). The
artists involved in the British Art Show 6
were all living in the UK but were not all
British, which the organisation says reflects
the “dramatic internationalisation of the

British art scene.” The art included paintings, scultpture, film and performance from 50

different artists.



Format

Nadége Mériau The Hunter shown at Format 09
FORMAT is one of the UK’s leading
contemporary photography and media festivals
organised by QUAD in partnership with Derby
City Council, University of Derby and Arts
Council of England. The festival celebrates the
wealth of contemporary practice in
international photography.



