Art:Debate - Art & Participation

In what ways could art affect a citizen’s life? And a non-citizen? What are the strategies for
engaging audiences across a city, region or nation? What is the agenda beyond commissioning
an art work, a performance, a public project, or a project in public space? Who chooses who, and
what is the role/benefit for the citizen?

What alternatives could be (are) explored in order to make art accessible to a broader public, and
to what aim? How do artists ‘use’ people in their work? How do people come together to make
work collectively? What is participatory art? And community art? How should we value the art
produced through community and participatory arts?

Artists and Their Work

Gavin Wade & Alec Finlay

100 Verses for 3 Estates, 2007

Wade’s ‘renga’ project could be an
example of ‘community art’.
Despite the fact that it began with a
set of instructions, the outcome
was shaped by those who took part
in it. It was also susceptible to a
number of variables, for example,
how many people took part, who
took part, the locations and even
the weather...
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Bill Drummond
The 17, 2004-present

NOTICE

SLICE THROUGH DERBY

Slice Through Derby has been commissioned to open the new
arts centre QUAD, in the city of Derby, UK in the summer of 2008.

Slice Through Derby includes:

1: Soliciting 100 groups of 17 Derhy inhabitants to take part in a
performance of Score 317. REPEAT.

2: Photographing the 100 groups of 17 taking part.

3: Exhibiting the 100 photographs across the city
and later in QUAD.

4: Listening to the recording made by all 1,700 participants, in
the Market Place, Derby, on the evening of 22 August 2008.

5: Deleting the recording made by all 1,700 participants.
6: Making a new text painting and this poster.
1: Promising to repeat all the above in 2018.

For further information visit www.the17.org
[0 Poster 178 2008

Although Thel?7 also began life as a set of instructions spread among a huge number of people,
it differs to 100 Verses for 3 Estates, as it is more closely defined as an art project which
involves participation on the part of the audience, but not necessarily involving them in
‘designing’ the outcome. Drummond had a notion of the finish product, and despite relying on
the participation of others, one might argue that the ‘art’ took focus over the ‘community’.
However, Drummond says of Thel”7, “It exists only for the experience of those performing
them.” Even though the outcome was primary, The 17 still leaves a major imprint on Derby’s
community in relation to its legacy with QUAD and also with Thel7 project as a long-term
international project in which participants are proud to have taken part.
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Harrell Fletcher and Miranda July

Learning to Love You More, 2002 present
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Assignment #63: Make an Encouraging Banner

Learning to Love You More is both a website and series of non-web presentations comprised of
work made by the general public in response to assignments given by artists Miranda July and
Harrell Fletcher. The website serves as a space for the artists to post assignments that the public
can accept and report on in the form of photographs, videos, sound and written word. Like a
recipe, meditation practice, or familiar song, the prescriptive nature of these assignments is
intended to guide people towards their own experience.

Since Learning To Love You More is also an ever-changing series of exhibitions, screenings and
radio broadcasts presented all over the world, participant’'s documentation is also their
submission for possible inclusion in one of these presentations in museums, galleries, schools,
senior citizens centers, radio shows and film festivals. Participants are asked to mail their
completed assignments to the location of the show. Since LTLYM inception in 2002 over 8000
people have participated in the project.
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Marie Sester
ACCESS, 2003

ACCESS is a public art installation that has both a permanent base and temporary travelling
bases, which incorporates sound, light, computer and internet technologies. Participants can log
on via the ACCESS website which allows the user to track individuals and watch the space via a
real-time web cam. Within the public space, an individual can be followed by a spotlight which
projects sound through an acoustic beam system, which can only be heard within the
boundaries of the spotlight. The tracked are not aware that they are being tracked, nor is that
web user aware that their actions trigger sound towards the target.

Artangel

Artangel is an organisation that collaborates with artists to commission unusually ambitious
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