Art: Debate - Art & Politics

"I want to make art about the commonplace, art that illumines social life. I want to enlist art
to question the mythical explanations of everyday life that take shape as an optimistic
rationalism and to explore the relationships between individual consciousness, family life,
and the culture of monopoly capitalism."” (Martha Rosler)

Artists and Their Work

Martha Rosler
Un1t1t1ed (Cargo CuIt) 1974
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Rosler uses her recogmsable cut-and-paste technique to show the Western ideal of beauty
being crated for shipping. This image is part of a series called Body beautiful, Or Beauty
Knows No Pain (1966-1972) which includes a collection of photomontages depicting photos
of body parts pasted onto kitchen appliances.

Allan Sekula
Dismal Science: Part 1. Middle Passage. Panorama. Mid-Atlantic, 1993

Primarily a photographer, and secondly a writer, Sekula combines his mediums to make
critical contributions on social reality, starting with economic and cultural globalization. He
began by documenting his own actions; an early project, in 1972, involved Sekula stealing
steaks and throwing them on the motorway, calling this act Meat Mass. His later works show
pictorial sequences of port scenes; the sea becoming a recurrent theme throughout his work,
commentating on the affects of globalization.



Superflex

Supercolors, 2003 0S-present

Copyshop, 20
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Often criticised for the nature of their work, Superflex are a group of freelance artists who are
committed to social and economic change. Their work takes on the shape of ‘tools’, which
“power hegemony, assertion and oppression, the gain and loss of terrain become apparent.”
Their tools include Superchannel, an interactive internet TV channel; Supertool, a set of
parameters that can be used by the user in any shape or form, for example Supercolors; and
Supergas, a collaboration with engineers to produce a portable, organic biogas to be used for
the needs of African families. They also opened Copyshop which aims to “challenge
intellectual property.” Users can photocopy anything they like at the Copyshop or find
“modified originals, improved copies [and] political anti-brands.”

Sarah Maple
Burka Chic
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Born 1985, Maple has been hailed “the new Tracey Emin” after winning the inaugural 4
New Sensations award, organised by Channel 4 and The Saatchi Gallery, in 2007. Her work
is clearly inspired by the fact she was brought up a Muslim and she claims her aim is “to give
[her] audience food for thought.”



Ubermorgen.com
[V]ote-Auction, 2000/2004

This was a
based in Vienna. The [V]ote-Auction website gave American citizens the opportunity to sell
their vote through online auctions during the 2000 presidential election between Al Gore
and George Bush. The idea was to bring “democracy and capitalism closer together”.

project conceived by an American student, then bought and developed by artists

Ben Rubin
Dark Source, 2005



